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Friendly Reminder: Please read this document carefully before your round. Be clear about the task you must accomplish in each speech, and follow the guidelines

intentionally during the debate. Best of luck!

I. Round Structure & Speech Times

PF Debater Quick Reference

[English Version]

A Public Forum round uses a 2v2 format with two debaters per team and eleven speeches.

Order Type of Speech Duration/min Speaker Task & Responsibility
1 Constructive 4 First-Speaking First Speaker Delivers the Constructive speech, presenting their complete
2 Constructive 4 Second-Speaking First Speaker case without responding to the opponent’s arguments.
) ) Participates in the First Crossfire, asking and answering
3 First Crossfire 3 Both First Speakers )
questions about the cases.
. ) Delivers the Rebuttal speech, attacking the opponent’s case
4 Rebuttal 4 First-Speaking Second Speaker ) )
and defending their own.
Delivers the Rebuttal speech, attacking the opponent’s case
5 Rebuttal 4 Second-Speaking Second Speaker and defending their own. The second rebuttal must include
“frontlining” — responding to attacks on one’s own case.
6 Second Crossfire 3 Both Second Speakers Participates in the Second Crossfire on rebuttal and defense.
7 Summary 3 First-Speaking First Speaker Delivers the Summary speech, beginning to “collapse”
8 Summary 3 Second-Speaking First Speaker arguments and conduct preliminary weighing.
All Four debaters participate in the Grand Crossfire, asking
9 Grand Crossfire 3 All Four Debaters ) )
and answering questions.
10 Final Focus 2 First-Speaking Second Speaker Delivers the Final Focus speech, crystallizing the path to
11 Final Focus 2 Second-Speaking Second Speaker victory without presenting new arguments.




Based on practical considerations, such as the number of participants and their prior debate experience, this Public Forum Debate Tournament for the Young Gifted

Class will simultaneously employ 2v2, 3v3, and 4v4 formats; students are free to choose their preferred format and form their own teams. Accordingly, the schedule

for the 2v2 debate rounds is presented in the diagram above, while the schedules for the 3v3 and 4v4 rounds are outlined below:

3v3
Order Type of Speech Duration/min Speaker Task & Responsibility
1 Constructive 4 First-Speaking First Speaker Delivers the Constructive speech, presenting their complete
2 Constructive 4 Second-Speaking First Speaker case without responding to the opponent’s arguments.
) ) Participates in the First Crossfire, asking and answering
3 First Crossfire 3 Both First Speakers )
questions about the cases.
) ) Delivers the Rebuttal speech, attacking the opponent’s case
4 Rebuttal 4 First-Speaking Second Speaker ) )
and defending their own.
Delivers the Rebuttal speech, attacking the opponent’s case
5 Rebuttal 4 Second-Speaking Second Speaker and defending their own. The second rebuttal must include
“frontlining” — responding to attacks on one’s own case.
6 Second Crossfire 3 Both Second Speakers Participates in the Second Crossfire on rebuttal and defense.
7 Summary 3 First-Speaking Third Speaker Delivers the Summary speech, beginning to “collapse”
8 Summary 3 Second-Speaking Third Speaker arguments and conduct preliminary weighing.
] All Four debaters participate in the Grand Crossfire, asking
9 Grand Crossfire 3 All Six Debaters ) )
and answering questions.
10 Final Focus 2 First-Speaking Third Speaker Delivers the Final Focus speech, crystallizing the path to
11 Final Focus 2 Second-Speaking Third Speaker victory without presenting new arguments.

The Third Speaker should flow for the First and Second Speakers, assisting them in successfully conducting their cross fires and rebuttals;

The First and Second Speakers should likewise flow for the Third Speaker, assisting the Third Speaker in delivering the summary and the final focus.
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4v4

II.

Order Type of Speech Duration/min Speaker Task & Responsibility
1 Constructive 4 First-Speaking First Speaker Delivers the Constructive speech, presenting their complete
2 Constructive 4 Second-Speaking First Speaker case without responding to the opponent’s arguments.
) ) Participates in the First Crossfire, asking and answering
3 First Crossfire 3 Both First Speakers )
questions about the cases.
) ) Delivers the Rebuttal speech, attacking the opponent’s case
4 Rebuttal 4 First-Speaking Second Speaker ) )
and defending their own.
Delivers the Rebuttal speech, attacking the opponent’s case
5 Rebuttal 4 Second-Speaking Second Speaker and defending their own. The second rebuttal must include
“frontlining” — responding to attacks on one’s own case.
6 Second Crossfire 3 Both Second Speakers Participates in the Second Crossfire on rebuttal and defense.
7 Summary 3 First-Speaking Third Speaker Delivers the Summary speech, beginning to “collapse”
8 Summary 3 Second-Speaking Third Speaker arguments and conduct preliminary weighing.
) All Eight debaters participate in the Grand Crossfire, asking
9 Grand Crossfire 3 All Eight Debaters ) )
and answering questions.
10 Final Focus 2 First-Speaking Fourth Speaker Delivers the Final Focus speech, crystallizing the path to
11 Final Focus 2 Second-Speaking Fourth Speaker victory without presenting new arguments.

The First and Third Speakers shall mutually flow, assisting each other in successfully completing their respective debating tasks;

The Second and Fourth Speakers shall mutually flow, assisting each other in successfully completing their respective debating tasks.

Debate Guidelines
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[ Constructive Speeches]

The resolution must be clearly defined. Every argument under the resolution must include a contention statement, a link, a warrant, and an impact; all four
elements are indispensable.

The constructive speech must be prepared in advance. This means that both first speakers should ensure the content has undergone multiple rounds of revision
and practice, so that it can be delivered within the 4-minute time limit at a clear and steady pace, and presented in a complete, fluent, and confident manner.
A constructive case typically contains around three core contentions; presenting too many risks insufficient development, while having only one risks having
the core framework completely undermined by the opponent.

The constructive speech only presents one's own case. It does not respond to the opponent’s arguments. Debaters may anticipate the opponent's points and
include evidence applicable to their own side, but directly rebutting the opponent's arguments is not permitted.

The constructive should include an introduction that defines key terms and establishes the team’s framework. Contentions should not overlap and must
independently support the team’s position.

Over-quoting/citing must be avoided: judges want to hear the debater’s own reasoning, not merely a string of quotations.

[ Crossfire]

There are three crossfires in the round: the first involves the two first speakers and focuses on the constructive cases; the second involves the two second
speakers and focuses on rebuttal and defense; the third involves all debaters and centers on the core points of clash.

Always speak facing the judge and maintain eye contact during crossfire. Never quarrel with opponents or use offensive language.

Strive for “perceptual dominance”: speak clearly and loudly, and project confidence without arrogance.

The first crossfire should clarify the basic definitions and key points of disagreement to lay a foundation for the rest of the debate.

In the second and third crossfires, questions should target weak points in the opponent's reasoning while creating opportunities to reinforce your own arguments.

[Rebuttal Speeches]

The rebuttal must address every key argument in the opponent’s case; “dropping” any critical point will cost you on the flow.
The second rebuttal (delivered by the later-speaking team) carries the additional duty of “frontlining,” i.e., responding to the attacks made against one’s own

case and rebuilding the arguments.
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Split time wisely between attacking the opponent’s case and defending your own; do not let either side consume the entire speech.

Diversify the types of responses: use delinks, link turns, and impact turns to pressure the opponent’s arguments from multiple angles rather than concentrating
all responses on a single point.

During rebuttal, debaters should begin preparing for their summary speeches and final focus by identifying the core argument that will be carried forward and

defended in the later speeches.

[ Summary and Final Focus]

The summary speech should synthesize the key points of offense and defense raised in the constructive, rebuttal, and crossfire speeches, and integrate the
team’s core logic.

The summary should also begin to “collapse” by strategically abandoning some points of contest and focusing on one or two of the most well-developed
arguments, and provide preliminary weighing.

The final focus must crystallize the round further, retaining only one core path to the ballot. It should directly “write the ballot” for the judge by pointing out
key arguments the opponent dropped and explaining why those points lead to your victory, while completing the final weighing comparison.

No new arguments may be introduced in the final focus; only the first final focus (pro side) may offer new weighing analysis.

When extending an argument in the final focus, the debater must first briefly restate the argument and explain why it is true. Failing to extend properly means

the judge may not consider it on the flow.

[Reminders]

Every argument must be extended into later speeches; otherwise, it is considered dropped.

Constructive cases must not cite unpublished private data, must not contain arguments unrelated to the resolution, and must not use vague or ambiguous
language (e.g., “maybe” or “perhaps”).

Throughout the debate, the opening lines of the constructive, rebuttal, summary, and final focus should be delivered slowly to give the judge time to adjust to
the speaker’s voice.

All speakers must stop immediately when time expires. The timekeeper may grant a grace period of up to 15 seconds at their discretion. If the speaker continues

beyond that, the timekeeper must cut them off.
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III. How to Win: Judge Adaptation

Types of Judge

Their Core Requirement

Your Behavior

Traditional (Lay/Flay) Judge

Persuasiveness and communication skills

are paramount.

Speak with confidence, use vocal variety, maintain eye contact, present a clear

narrative; crossfire performance matters; avoid technical jargon.

Technical (Flow) Judge

Win the “flow”: respond point-by-point, no
dropping.

Win the “flow”: respond point-by-point, no dropping.
Respond to every key argument; “collapse” to the most important point in later

speeches; offer clear weighing and explain why your arguments are more important.

IV. Argument & Evidence Standards

Every complete argument must have four elements:

* Contention Statement: A concise sentence expressing the core claim.

* Link: Establishes causal relationship between the resolution and a specific outcome.

*  Warrant: Provides logical or evidential support for the link.

* Impact: Quantifies or describes how the argument affects people’s lives.

Forms of evidence:

* Card: Expert quotation to establish credibility; cite source and credentials.

* Analytics: Debaters’ own logical reasoning to explain and connect cards.

Case writing standards:

* Ideal length: 725-775 words, including introduction, contentions, and brief conclusion.

* Introduction defines key terms and may offer observations to set burdens.

* Conclusion summarizes main arguments, possibly referencing opening quotation.
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* Contentions must be independent and non-overlapping.

*  Avoid over-quoting/citing.

V. Preparation & Pause Time

1. Schedule: Week 10-16 (topic voting, rule release, preparation, submission by end of Week 16).

2. Pre-round checklist:
Every team should
* prepare pro and con constructive speeches.
* flip a coin to determines sides and speaking order. Winner chooses side or order; the other team makes the remaining choice.

*  submit constructive case of both pro and con to the timekeeper before the round.

3. In-round Prep Time (3 min per team):
* Request before your speech or crossfire; never interrupt a speech.
* Say “Prep please”; timekeeper starts clock. When ready, say “Ready”. Unused time carries over.
* Can be used all at once or in segments; if it runs out, preparation stops.

*  Opposing team may also prepare simultaneously without using their own time.

4. Evidence Check:
*  Only for explicitly cited data, cases, or sources; arbitrary requests not allowed.
* Pause: “Evidence Check, pause” — debate pauses immediately, time deducted from requester.
* Continue: “Evidence Check, continue” — wait until speech ends.

* Abuse may be denied and recorded by timekeeper.

5. Emergency pause for technical issues does not consume prep time and may adjust schedule.
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VI. Material Submissions

1. Contents: constructive speeches of both sides, judges’ paradigms/ballots, debaters’ flows.

2. Format: single compressed folder or accessible link, named “Team X _ Groups A&B _ Members’ Chinese Names”; files must be clearly labeled.
3. Deadline: before 10:30 on the debating day to 1203645239@qq.com.
4

Late or incomplete submissions will negatively affect the final score.
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